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Date of Session: 10th October 2025
Time of Session: 04:00 P.M.
Mode: Online (Zoom Platform)
Title - From Insights to Innovation: Harnessing SCOPUS for
Research Growth.
Speaker: Dr. Nitin Ghoshal, PhD – Customer Success Manager,
Elsevier – South Asia

Introduction:

The Central Library of Gujarat Technological University (GTU)
organized an online training workshop on SCOPUS on 10th October
2025. The session was conducted by Dr. Nitin Ghoshal, an expert in
research analytics and scholarly communication, and was hosted by
Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, Librarian, GTU Central Library.

The workshop attracted over 95 participants, including faculty
members, research scholars, and postgraduate students from
various disciplines. It aimed to enhance participants’ knowledge and
skills in utilizing SCOPUS, one of the world’s largest abstract and
citation databases of peer-reviewed literature, covering scientific
journals, books, and conference proceedings. Dr. Ghoshal provided a
detailed demonstration of SCOPUS features, including advanced
search techniques, author profiling, citation analysis, and the use of
analytical tools for tracking research impact and trends. 
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About SCOPUS - 
SCOPUS is a comprehensive abstract and citation database that
serves as a vital tool for researchers, academicians, and institutions to
explore scholarly literature and track research performance. 
Key Features of SCOPUS:

One of the world’s largest abstract and citation databases of peer-
reviewed literature.
Covers journals, books, and conference proceedings across all
major disciplines.
Provides citation tracking and research impact analysis tools.
Offers author and institution profiles with publication and citation
metrics.
Includes journal quality indicators like CiteScore, SJR, and SNIP.
Supports advanced search and topic analysis features.
Integrates with reference management tools such as Mendeley
and EndNote.

Objectives of the Training Session:
The online training workshop on SCOPUS aimed to equip participants
with the knowledge and skills required to effectively utilize the
platform for academic and research purposes - 

Navigate the SCOPUS interface: Help participants understand the
structure, layout, and key components of the SCOPUS database for
easy access to scholarly information.
Apply advanced search techniques: Demonstrate how to perform
refined and targeted searches using keywords, filters, and Boolean
operators to retrieve relevant literature efficiently.
Extract bibliometric data: Guide participants on how to collect and
analyze bibliometric indicators such as citations, h-index, and
publication trends for research assessment and reporting.
Enhance research planning and collaboration: Encourage
participants to use SCOPUS tools for identifying potential
collaborators, tracking research impact, and planning future
research directions.
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Training Session Highlights:
Dr. Nitin Ghoshal led an engaging and informative session covering
the following key areas:

The session focused on enhancing participants’ understanding of
SCOPUS as a premier research and citation database and
demonstrated its role in improving research visibility, quality, and
impact. Over 95 participants including faculty members, research
scholars, and students actively attended the workshop.

Key highlights of the training included:
Navigating the SCOPUS Interface: Introduction to the user-friendly
layout and functionalities, enabling participants to explore
journals, articles, authors, and institutions efficiently.

Advanced Search Techniques: Detailed demonstration of
keyword-based, Boolean, and field-specific searches with multiple
filters to retrieve the most relevant and high-quality research
results.

Bibliometric and Citation Analysis: Explanation of how SCOPUS
provides reliable citation data to track research impact, evaluate
author performance, and compare institutional output.

Article-Level Metrics: Overview of individual article performance
indicators such as citation counts, usage statistics, and PlumX
metrics to measure the broader influence of research
publications.
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Alternate Journal Metrics – SNIP and SJR:
SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper) – Measures
contextual citation impact by considering differences in
citation practices across disciplines.
SJR (SCImago Journal Rank) – Evaluates journal prestige
based on the subject field, quality, and reputation of citing
journals.

Embargo Period and Access: Discussion on access models,
including embargo periods for subscription-based journals, and
the importance of open-access publishing for wider visibility.

Global Coverage and Content: Insights into SCOPUS’s vast
repository of over 102.6 million records from 29,000+ journals,
171,000 conferences, and 426,000 books across 105 countries,
ensuring comprehensive coverage across disciplines.

Research Planning and Collaboration: Guidance on leveraging
SCOPUS tools for identifying emerging trends, potential
collaborators, and high-impact journals for publication planning.
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Outcome and Impact:
The online training workshop on SCOPUS had a significant impact on
enhancing the research awareness and analytical capabilities of
participants from Gujarat Technological University and its affiliated
institutions. Through hands-on demonstrations and real-time
examples, participants gained a comprehensive understanding of
how to effectively navigate and utilize the SCOPUS database for their
academic and research needs.

The session enabled faculty members and research scholars to
explore advanced search strategies, perform bibliometric and citation
analyses, and interpret journal-level and article-level metrics such as
CiteScore, SJR, and SNIP. This understanding is expected to help
them in selecting quality journals, evaluating research performance,
and identifying potential collaborators at national and international
levels.

Participants also learned the importance of open access resources
and the concept of embargo periods, fostering greater awareness
about ethical and transparent research publishing practices. The
inclusion of practical insights on research planning and data-driven
decision-making empowered attendees to align their future research
work with global standards of academic excellence.

Overall, the training served as a valuable capacity-building initiative
that strengthened participants’ competencies in using scholarly
databases, promoted evidence-based research practices, and
contributed to improving the institution’s overall research visibility
and impact.
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Glimpse of the SCOPUS Online Session
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Glimpse of the SCOPUS Online Session
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Conclusion:
The Online Training Workshop on SCOPUS, organized by the Central
Library, Gujarat Technological University (GTU), concluded
successfully with active participation and positive feedback from
attendees. The session was conducted by Dr. Nitin Ghoshal,
Customer Success Manager, Elsevier – South Asia, and was
effectively hosted by Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, Librarian, GTU
Central Library.

The workshop provided participants with valuable insights into the
efficient use of SCOPUS, one of the world’s leading abstract and
citation databases for academic and research literature. Through an
engaging and interactive approach, Dr. Ghoshal guided participants in
understanding key features such as advanced search techniques,
bibliometric data extraction, journal and article-level metrics, and
tools like SJR and SNIP for evaluating research quality.

The training enabled faculty members, researchers, and students to
strengthen their research skills, enhance publication strategies, and
leverage SCOPUS for data-driven decision-making and global
collaboration. The session also emphasized the importance of open-
access publishing, ethical research practices, and using analytics to
improve research impact and institutional visibility.

Overall, the workshop proved to be a highly beneficial and enriching
experience, contributing significantly to GTU’s ongoing efforts toward
fostering a strong research culture and promoting academic
excellence through the effective use of digital research tools like
SCOPUS.
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